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K. M. Matthew 

St. Joseph's College , Tiruckirapalli 
ABSTRACT 

The flora of Narthamaiai, Tamil Nadu is discussed. 314 species are enumerated. 


INTRODUCTION 

Narthamaiai (derived from Nagarattarmalai) in 
the Kulathur taluk of Tiruchirapalli district (Tamil- 
nadu ; formerly Madras State) consists of a group 
of nine hills and a small village (150 m) situated 37 
km from Tiruchirapalli and 17 km from Puduk- 
kottai. The several temples testify to the religious 
past and the numerous inscriptions to a chequered 
political history (Venkatarma Ayyar, 1938-44). The 
Tiruchirapalli-Pudukkottai Road passed 2 km to 
the east of the village, and the railway station of 
the same name is situated 3 km. farther east. There 
is a Travellers' Bangalow near the village. 

The terrain is generally flat but for the scattered 
hills. The soil is of a ferruginous type with admix¬ 
ture of limestone; it is shallow on the rocky slopes, 
deeper in the valleys, but with little or no humus. 

Temperature is uniformly high, varying from 
24°C in winter to 38°C in summer. Rainfall is about 
50 cm. mostly received in October-November. 

THE VEGETATION 

Botanically the area belongs to the Southern 
Thorn Forest, more commonly known as Scrub 
Jungles (i Champion, 1961). Even the reserved forest 
near the village is considerably degraded from ex¬ 
cessive human exploitation. 

The vegetation consists of rounded patches of 
short trees and a tangled growth of clusters of 
thorny shrubs. The dominant species are Meme - 
cylon spp., Zhiphus oenoplia, Flacourtia indica y 
Acacia leucophloea, Euphorbia antiquorum, Wrightia 
tinctoria, Pavetta indica, Securinega leucopyrus, 
Xeromphis spinosa and Jatropha glandulifera. There 
are few climbers, and Acacia planiforns is conspi¬ 
cuously absent. 

During the rainy months a rich herbaceous vege¬ 
tation comes up but this dries up soon, or is con¬ 
fined to moist or shady pockets during most part of 
the year. Grasses are never seen entire owing to 
heavy grazing. 


Wherever the natural vegetation has been destroy¬ 
ed, Acalypha frut&osa (on level ground) and Dodo - 
nea viscosa (on the slopes) colonize. Lantana is rare. 

As for cryptogamic vegetation, Riccia among the 
liverworts and SelagineUa and Isoetes among the 
fern-allies occur. Amongst ferns, Ophioglossum is 
found, as also Actiniopteris, Adiantum, Cheilanthes, 
Hemionitis, and the water ferns Ceratopteris and 
Marsilea . 

The area has been a favourite with students of 
botany from the neighbouring regions. This enu¬ 
meration of 314 species from 231 genera belonging 
to 74 Families, following Gamble and Fischer (1956), 
has been prepared from repeated collections during 
1967-70 during different seasons. Identification was 
personally done at the Madras Herbarium, Coimba¬ 
tore. Nomenclature has been brought up to date 
as far as possible. The vernacular (Tamil) names 
have been collected or verified in the field, failing 
which they have been taken from Seshagiri Rat> 
and Krishnaswamy (1941). Cultivated plants, except 
avenue trees, are excluded. The specimens are depo¬ 
sited in the Rapinat Herbarium, St. Joseph’s College, 
Tiruchirapalli. 

It is hoped that an intensive exploration of a re¬ 
latively small area like the present one will be of 
interest to all botanists, particularly for students of 
botany who visit the area frequently during the year. 


ENUMERATION 

MENISPERMACEAE 
Cissampelos pareira L. 

Tomentose climber with small, greenish flowers 
in clusters. 

Local name ; Appatta. 

Cocculus hirsutus (L.) Diels (C, villosus DC.) 
Hirsute straggler on wayside thickets. 

Local name : Kattukkodi. 
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CAPPARACEAE 

Cadaba tnmcosa (L.) Druce (C. indica Lamk.) 

Unarmed shrub up to i .5 m tall; petals white; 
ripe fruits red. 

Local name : Vizhuthi. 

C. trifoilolata Wt. & Arn. 

Shrub over 2 m tall; flowers yellowish, large, over 
3 cm across. 

Local names : Manudukkurundu ; Viluti. 

Cleome aspera Koenig ex DC. 

Spreading, tomentosse herb; leaves trifoliate; 
flowers pinkish; an early colonizer on fresh bunds. 

Local name: Navilaippoondu, 

C. monophylla L. 

Weed of wastelands; common and abundant. 

C, viscosa L. 

Weed of wastelands ; petals yellow, with purple 
veins. 

Local names : Naai Velai; Naai Kadiigu. 

VIOLACEAE 

Hybanthus suffruticosus (L.) Baill. ex Lanessy [H. 
ennespermus (L.) F. Muell; Ionidium suffrutico- 
sum Ging] 

Small herb of shady places; flowers pink; 
common. 

Local name : Orilaithamarai. 

FLACOURTIACEAE 

Flacourtia indica (Burm. f.) Merr. 

Armed shfub; leaves obovate, crowded ; flowers 
small, numerous, on the thorns; common and 
abundant. 

Local name : Chottaikala. 

POLYGALAGEAE 
Poiygaia chmensis L. 

Herb; flowers relatively large, yellow; in open 
places, especially about cultivated places. 

P. erioptera DC. 

Herb; flowers small, obscure ; not common, in 
open ground. 

CARYOPHYLLACEAE 

Polycarp&ea ccrysnbasa (L.) Lamk. 

Spreading herb, generally on gravelly. ground on 
exposed slopes ; common. 

Local name : Nilaisedachi. 

PORTULACACEAE 
Fortuiaca oleracea L. 

Herb ; flowers yellow ; in moist ground, especially 
near habitations. 

Local name : Paruppukkeerai. 


MALVACEAE 

Hibiscus lobatus (Murr.) Ktze. (H. solandra L’Herit.) 

Erect herb; flowers white; in wastelands. 

Favonia patens (Anar.) Chiov. (P. procumbens Boiss.) 

Hardy undershrub ; flowers yellow ; in wastelands. 
P. zeylanica Cav. 

Branching undershrub; leaves dissected; flowers 
purplish. 

Local name \ Mammatti. 

Sida corditolia L. 

Undershrub ; flowers yellow ; wastelands. 

Local name: Nilathuthi. 

S. rhomboidea L. 

Undershrub ; leaves rhomboidal; flowers yellow; 
in wastelands. 

Local names: Tenacham ; Sithamutti. 

STERCULIACEAE 
Cuazausa tcsnentcsa Kunth 
Tree 8-12 m tall; flowers small, yellow, in crowded 
panicles; fruits large, tubercled. 

Local name: Theinmaram. 

Melochia corchorifolla L. 

Decumbent herb, at times woody at the base; in 
open places. 

Local name : Pinnakkuppoondu. 

Pterospermum suberifolimn Lamk. 

Tree up to 12 m tall; leaves white-tomentose on 
the undersurface ; capsules oblong, woody. 

I^ocal names : Tadai; Sempala. 

Waltheria indica L. 

Undershrub ; leaves serrate, prominentlv-veined ; 
flowers yellow. 

TILIACEAE 

Grewia emarginaift Wt, & Am, 

Large shrub. 

G. hirsuta Vahl 

Large shrub or small tree ; common. 

Local name : Tavidu. 

Triumfetta rhomboidea Jacq, v 
Subshrub with the tender parts purplish; flowers 
yellow. 

Local name : Puramutti. 

T. rotundifolia Lamk. 

Low shrub : flowers yellow; fruits piny. 

LINACEAE 

Hugonia mystax L. 

Straggling shrub with extensive branches; flowers 
yellow. 

Local name : Mothirakkanni. 


n 
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ZYGOPHYLLACEAE 

Tribuitts tencnris L. 

Prostrate herb with extensive branches; flowers 
yellow r , conspicuous ; fruits spinous. 

Local name : Nerinjimul. 

RUTACEAE 

Atdlantia monophylla (Roxb.) DC. 

Large shrub or small tree; almost always seen in 
fruits. 

Local name : Kattu Elimichi. 

Clausena dentate (Willd.) R. & S. (C. willdenovii Wt. 
& Arn.) 

Large shrub ; the white petals fall off easily. 
Local name ; Kattu Kariveppilai. 

Chloroxylon swietenia DC 
Small tree; leaves pinnate; capsules woody; 
persistent. 

Local names : Porasu ; Varimarai. 

Todalia asiatica (L.) Lamk. var. floribunda Gamb. 

Straggler armed with corky thickenings on the 
stem. 

Local name: Milagaranai. 

BURSERAGEAE 
Commiphora berry! (Arn.) Engl. 

Armed tree; leaves imparipinnate ; stem exuding 
a gum. 

Local name : Mulkiluvai. 

MELIAGEAE 

Azadfrachte indica A. Juss. 

Tree with a densely foliaceous crown; only occa¬ 
sional* 

Local names: Vembu ; Veppamaram. 

Chukrasia tabularis A. Juss. 

Large tree with valuable wood. 

Local name : Agil. 

Naregamia alata Wt. & Arn. 

Undershrub; leaves trifoliate, with winged peti¬ 
oles ; flowers yellow. 

Local name ; Nilanarakam. 

GELASTRAGEAE 

Elaeodcudrou panicalatum Wt. & Arn. 

Tree with crenatc leaves and cymose flowers. 
Mayienus emargiiuua (Willd.) Ding Hou (Gymno- 
sporia emarginaia Thw.) 

Armed shrub with long thorns bearing leaves and 
flowers ; fruits 3-angled. 

HIPPOGRATEACEAE 
Reissatia indica (Willd.) Halle 
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Pristimera indica (Willd.) A. C. Smith (Hippocratea 
indica Willd.) 

Straggler; samaras flattened. 

Local names : Odankodi; Marusarkodi. 
RHAMNACEAE 

Scutia circumcissa (L. f.) Druce [S. myrtina (Burm. 
f.) Kurz] 

Shrub with strong, hooked thorns. 

Local names : Kokkimullu ; Thoratti. 

Ziziphus oenoplia (L.) Mill. 

Large, armed shrub; common and abundant. 
Local names : Churaimullu ; Pulichai. 

Z. xylopyrus Willd. 

Tree; leaves velvety when young, glabrous later; 
common and abundant. 

Local names : Kottai Elandai; Mulkottai. 

VITACEAE 

Cissus quadrangixla L. 

Tendril climber; grows extensively over wayside 
thickets; common. 

Local name : Pirandai. 

C. setosa Roxb. 

Acrid climber with brittle stems and red berries. 
Local names : Pulipirandai; Cangugelari. 

C. vitiginea L. 

Rambling, tomentose climber ; berries blue. 
SAPINDAGEAE 

Cardiospermum haflcacabum L. var. microcarpum Bl. 

Tendril climber, very variable in size ; sometimes 
so small as to be an erect herb. 

Local name : Mudakkathan. 

Dodonaea vfscosa (L.) Jaca. 

Shrub about 1 m tall, occasionally reaching 2 m ; 
abundant on slopes where the natural vegetation has 
been disturbed. 

Local name: Virali. 

ANAGARDIAGEAE 
Rhus mysorensis Heyne 
Thorny shrub less than 1.5 m tall. 

Local names : Chippamaram ; Sappula. 

FABAGEAE 

Abms precatorius L. 

Twiner, easily noticed for the red seeds attached 
to the dehisced pods. 

Local name: Kundumani. 

Aeschynomene indica L. 

Slender herb with minute leaflets; seldom seen 
entire owing to grazing. 

Local name : Nettithakkai. 
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Alysicarpus monilifer DC. 

Well-branched, prostrate, perennial herb on moist 
ground; flowers violet. 

Canavalia ensfformis (L.) DC. 

Woody climber ; flowers, large, purple. 

Local name-. Thambattan. 

Crotalaria biflora L. 

Trailing herb. 

C. meddcaginea Lamk. 

Decumbent herb. 

C. pnsilla Heyne 
Tiny herb; in open ground. 

Denis scandens (Roxb.) Benth. 

Massive, spreading straggler covering entire crowns 
of trees; flowers small, white, in dense masses, the 
petals falling off easily. 

Local names : Takil; Tirani; Thirudenkodi. 
Desmodium triflorura (L.) DC. 

Well-branched, prostrate herb with purplish 
flowers, forming dense mats on the ground. 

Local name Sirupulladi. 

Dolichos trilobiis L. (D. falcatus Klein ex Willd.) 

Twiner; flowers pink to purple. 

Indigofera birsuta L. 

Erect, ptibescent herb with large stipules, and large 
calyces hiding the petals. 

OruMcarpun sennoides DC. 

Small shrub; the prickly pods distinctly 3-4- 
jointed. 

Local name-. Kattumuringai. 

Rhynchosia minima (L.) DC. 

Slender trailing herb ; flowers yellow. 

R. suaveolens DC. 

Hairy subshrub ; flowers yellow ; pods 2-seeded. 

Tephrosia hirta Ham. 

Erect, silky-pubescent undershrub ; flowers pink. 

T. maxima Pers. 

Undershrub; branches ascending. 

T. spinoaa (L. f.) Pers. 

Stiff, thorny undershrub. 

Local name: Mulkolingi. 

CAESALPINIACEAE 
Bauhinia racemosa Lamk. 

Tree 8-10 m tall; flowers white. 

Local name ; Kokkumantharai. 

Cassia absus L. 

Vicid, low shrub; flowers small, yellow; pods 
pubescent. 

Local name: Mulaippal virai. 

C. anricnlata L. 

Erect, foliaceous shrub; flowers showy, in terminal 
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bright yellow masses; not eaten by cattle; bark 
yields tannin. 

Local name: Aavarai. 

C. occidentals L. 

Undershrub ; flowers yellow; generally gregarious 
by the wayside. 

Local name: Thagarai. 

C. pumila Lamk. 

Spreading herb, very variable in size ; on gravelly 
slopes. 

C. roxburghii DC. (C. marginata Roxb.) 

Tree 8-10 n> tall, with spreading branches; flowers 
flame-coloured ; pods seldom seen. 

Local name: Karumkonnai. 

Pterolobium hexapetalum (Roth) Sant. & Wagh 
(P. indicum A. Rich.) 

Very thorny straggler; flowers whitish; pods 
winged. 

Lcoal name: Karindu. 

MIMOSACEAE 

Acacia horrida (L.) Willd. [A. latronum (L. f.) 
Willd.] 

Large shrub or small tree, recognized by the pairs 
of large, white, hollow thorns. 

Local names: Odasithai; Anaimullu; Kakkaodai. 
A. leucophloea (Roxb.) Willd. 

Tree about 8 m tall; bark whitish ; flowers whitish, 
in terminal panicles; one of the dominant trees in 
the area. 

Local name: Vellavelan. 

Albizia amara Boiv. 

Tree with hemispherical crown ; pods broad, flat; 
coppery.- 

Local names: Usil; Unjal. 

Dichrostachys cinerea (L.) Wt. & Arn. 

Armed shrub or small tree,; axillary spikes of 
yellow flowers above and pink ones below ; common. 

Local name: Viduthalan. 

Mimosa rubicaulis Lamk. 

Very thorny, dense straggler ; foliage dark green ; 
flowers yellow. 

Local names: Ingai; Kattu sikkai; Chemba. 
Neptunia natans (L. f.) Druce [N. prostrata (Lam.) 
Baill.; N. oleracea Lour.] 

Aquatic herb; stems parenchymatous; flowers 
yellow. 

Local name: Sadai; Sundaikkirai. 

Prosopis cineraria (L.) Druce (P. spicigera L.) 

Large shrub or small tree; a fairly recent intro¬ 
duction ; now widely spread in the wastelands. 
Local name ; $eemaimullu, 
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DROSERACEAE 

Drosera bimnannli Vahl 

Tiny herb ; leaves red, in a close rosette; in low- 
lying moist ground, gregarious. 

D» indica L. 

Tiny herb ; leaves green, with reddish hairs mainly 
on the margins; more widely distributed than D. 
burmannii Vahl-. 

COMBRETACEAE 

Combretum ovalifoliinn Roxb. 

Straggler with numerous, spreading branches. 

MYRTAGEAE 

Syzygium cumini (L.) Skeels (S. jambolanum DC.) 

Large tree; flowers white; fruits purple when 
ripe. There is a grove of this species in the area. 
Local name : Naval. 

LECYTHIDACEAE 
Barringtonia acutangula (L.) Gaertn. 

Tree ; racemes characteristically long, pendulous; 
fruits angular ; near tanks and streams. 

Local names : Kadappai; Adampa. 

MELASTOMATAGEAE 
Memecylon grande Retz. 

Shrub; leaves large; inflorescence peduncled. 

ML mnbeUatixm Burm. f. (M. edule Roxb.) 

Large shrub; flowers blue; fruits purple when 
ripe. 

Local name : Kashamaram. 

Gsbeckia zeylanica L. f. 

Undershrub; flowers pink, with a densely hairy 
calyx; in low-lying moist ground; at times a small 
herb. 

LYTHRACEAE 

Ammannia baccifera L. 

Herb; in low-lying, moist ground ; abundant. 
Local name ; Neerumel neruppu. 

Ratals verticillaris L. 

Small herb; leaves verticillate; in marshy places. 
Ludwigia perennis L. (L. parviflora Roxb.) 

Herb; flowers solitary, yellow; in marshy places. 

PASSIFLORAGEAE 

Adenia wightiana Wall, ex Wt. & Am. 

Slender climber ; flowers greenish. 

Passiflora foetlda L. 

Tendril climber; on wayside thickets; the densely 
hairy calyx lobes enveloping the fruits are charac¬ 
teristic.. 

Local names: Siruppunaikkali; Mupparisavalli, 


CUCURBITACEAE 

Cocdnia cordifolia (L.) Cogn. (C. indica Wt. & Arn.; 
Cephalandra indica Naud.) 

Climber; leaves very variable ; flowers large, white; 
fruits oblong; common along hedges. 

Local name: Kovai. 

Ctenolepis garcini (L.) Clarke [Blastania garcinii (L.) 
Cogn.] 

Slender climber; in the thickets. 

Solena heterophylla Lour. [Melothria heterophylla 
(Lour.) Cogn.] 

Climber ; leaves variable; flowers white; fruits 
striped; common. 

Local name: Pulivanji. 

CACTACEAE 

Opuittia dillenii Haw. 

Shrub with flattened, fleshy stems, prickly all 
over; flowers yellow; in wastelands. 

Local name : Sappathukkalli. 

AIZOAGEAE 

Gisekia phamaceoides L. 

Diffuse, prostrate herb. 

Local name: Manalikkeerai. 

Mollugo pentaphyiia L. 

Low herb; flowers small, white; common, even 
abundant. 

Local name: Parpadagam, 

ALANGIAGEAE 

Aiangium saivitoiium (L. f.) VVang 
Small tree ; not common. 

Local name: Azhingichedi. 

RUBIACEAE 

Canthium dicoccum (Gaertn.) T. & B. (Plcctronia 
didyma Kurz) 

Tree ; leaves shining ; flowers in condensed cymes ; 
fruits globose. 

Local names: Imburattan ; Naluvai. 

Gardenia resinifera Roth (G. lucida Roxb.) 

Large shrub or small tree; leaves prominently 
veined ; flowers white. 

Local name: Tikkamalli. 

Morinda tinctaria Roxb. 

Tree with deeply fissured bark; wood yellow; 
common. 

Local names: Nuna ; Manjanathi. 

Oldenlandia gracilis DC. 

Gregarious herb, variable in size; flowers white, 
O* herbacea (L.) Roxb. 

Small herb; flowers white, 
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Pavetta indica L. 

Large, bushy shrub ; flowers white; common. 

Local names : Pavattan ; Pavattai. 

Rauuia maiabarica Lamk, 

Thorny shrub ; flowers white, fragrant. 

Local names : Sirukarai; Pidathi. 

Taresma asiatsca (L.) Sant. & Merch, [Chomelia 
asiatica Kze) 

Large shrub; flowers yellowish. 

Local name : Therani. 

Xeromphis spinosa (Thunb.) Keay (Randia dumeto- 
rum Lamk.) 

Spreading, woody shrub up to 1.5 m tall; fruits 
said to be fish poison; one of the dominant species* 
here. 

Local name : Marukkarai. 

ASTERACEAE 
Acanthospenmim hispidum DC. 

Stiff herb to undershrub, hirsute all over; achenes 
spiny ; an abundant weed of wastelands. 

Local name: Multhulasi, 

Adenostemma lavenia (L.) Kze. 

Erect herb tip to 80 cm tall; heads white ; in shady 
places. 

Ageratum conyzoides L. 

Herb with white heads; scarcely scented; an* 
abundant weed of neglected gardens. 

Local name : Poompillu. 

Blumea amplectens DC. 

Densely glandular-hairy herb; heads violetish. 
Eciipifr proscrafa (L.) L. \E. alba (L.) Hassk.] 

Herb of moist places; heads white; plants medi¬ 
cinal. 

Emilia scabra DC. 

Pubescent herb; heads red; common in waste¬ 
lands. 

E. sonchifolia (L.) DC. ex Wight 
Softly pubescent herb; heads pink. 

Local name: Mulsevi. 

Erigeron a&teroides Roxb. 

Hirsute herb; disc florets yellow; ray florets 
purplish. 

Latinaea sarmentosa (Willd.) Kze. (L, pinnatiftda 
Cass.) 

Trailing herb rooting at the nodes; heads yellow. 
Sphaeranthus indlcus Li 

Glandular-hairy herb ; heads purple. 

Local name : Kottakkaranthai. 

Tridax procmnbens L. 

Pubescent to hirsute herb; heads whitish; corn- 
mop weed of wastelands, 


8 ? 

Local names: Vettukkayachedi; Kenippondu. 
Vicoa indica (Willd.) DC. 

Erect herb; heads bright yellow. 

Local name: Mookkuthippoondu. 

SAPOTACEAE 

Manukara hexandra (Roxb.) pub. (Mimusops hex• 
andra Roxb.) 

Small tree, often with several arching branches 
bearing woddy, thorn-like branchiets ; leaf margins 
reflexed. 

Local name: Karuppala. 

EBENAGEAE 

Diospyros montana Roxb. 

Small tree; fruits conspicuously yellow when ripe. 
Local names : Vakkanai; Vakkanathi; Kuruttua- 
lisu. 

Maba buxifolia Pers. 

Large shrub or small tree; fruits orange yellow 
when ripe. 

Local names: Irumbali; Karianthovarai, 
OLEAGEAE 

Jasminum rigidum Zenk. 

Dense, shrubby straggler; flowers white, scented ; 
common. 

Local name : Usimalligai. 

J. ritchiei Clarke 
Slender climber; flowers white. 

Local name : Karumullai. 

SALVADORAGEAE 
Azbna tetracasdha Lamk. 

Dense, thorny shrub of wastelands ; common along 
hedges 

Local name : Sangankuppi. 

APOGYNAGEAE 

Carissa carandas L. 

Thorny shrub; flowers rosy white; ripe fruits 
edible; common even abundant. 

Local name : Kalakkai. 

C. spinarum L. 

Thorny shrub ; branches zig-zag; flowers white. 
Local name : Sirukala. 

Catharasithus pusillus (Murr.) G. Don' (Lochnem 
pusilla Schum. ; Vinca pusilla Murr.) 

Glabrous annual herb; flowers white; around 
cultivated places. 

Local name: Milagaaippoondu. 

Ichnocarpus frutescens (L.) R. Br. 

Twiner; flowers, white, small, in showy clusters; 
fruits seldom occur. 

Local names \ Udargodi; Oothalkodl 
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Wrightia tinctoria R. Br. 

Tree 8-10 m tall; bark whitish; follicles double ; 
dark green, jointed at the apices. 

Local name : Vetpalai. 

ASGLEPIADAGEAE 

Caralluma attenuate Wt. 

Fleshy, leafless herb; stem apices attenuated ; 
flowers solitary or paired ; gregarious around rocks. 

C. wubellata Haw. 

Habit similar to C. attenuata Wt., but stertis not 
attenuated ; flowers umbellate ; common along rail¬ 
way lines, etc. 

Ceropegia juncea Roxb. 

Slender twiner; corolla greenish with purple lines 
and blotches ; not common. 

C. iuberosa Roxb. 

Twiner; flowers greenish ; follicles, slender. 

Dregea voiubliis (L. f.) Benth. ex Hook. f. [Mars* 
denia volubtlis (L. f.) Cooke] 

Woody twiner ; flowers green, umbellate ; follicles 
woody, blunt at the apices and covered with golden 
tomentum. 

Local name : Kodippalai. 

Gymnema sylvestre (Retz.) Schult. 

Woody twiner; flowers yellowish, small. 

Local name : Sirukurinja. 

Hemidesmiis indicus (L.) Schult. 

Wiry twiner; leaves highly variable, with the mid¬ 
rib white; flowers seldom seen; much in demand 
owing to medicinal value. 

Local name : Nannari. 

Pentatropis capensis (L. f.) Bullock (P. microphylla 
Wt. & Arn.) 

Slender twiner ; flowers purple, copious. 

Pergularia daemia (Forsk.) Chiov. (P. extensa N. E. 
Br.; Daemia extensa R. Br.) 

Hispid twiner, foetid when bruised; flowers green¬ 
ish ; follicles spinescent. 

Local names ; Uthamani; Veliparuthi. 

Sarcostemma acidum (Roxb.) Voigt (S. brevistigma 
Wt. &Arn.) 

Extensive trailer; stem jointed, succulent, terete, 
green, spreading over thickets and trees ; flowers 
white, in terminal umbels; common. 

Local names ; Soman ; Kodykkalli. 

Secamone emetica R. Br. 

Profusely branched straggler forming dense masses 
on wayside shrubs ; flowers yellow ; follicles not seen. 
Local names: Sagadam; Angaravalli, 


LOGANIACEAE 

Sfrychnos nux-vomica L. 

Tree 10-15 m tall ; flowers greenish; fruits 5 cm 
across ; orange yellow when ripe. 

Local names : Etti; Kanjaram. 

GENTIANAGEAE 

Canscora heteroclita (L.) Gilg (C. sessiliflora R. & S.) 

Herb up to 10 cm tall; stem conspicuously 
winged ; flowers rose-coloured; gregarious in moist 
ground. 

C. waJIichli Clarke 

Delicate, diffuse herb; leaves relatively large, lan¬ 
ceolate ; flowers rose-coloured; in moist places. 

Local name : Seerakappillu. 

Enicosiemma axillare (Lamk.) Raynal [F. hyssopi - 
folium (Willd.) Verd.; E . littorale Bl.] 

Perennial herb; stems several from the same 
woody base, angled; flowers white, crowded in leaf 
axils. 

Local name : Vellarugu. 

Hoppea dichotoma Willd. 

Small herb seldom exceeding 10 cm tall; flowers 
in congested axillary clusters ; in moist ground. 
Nymphoides cristatum (Roxb.) Kze. ( Limnanthemum 
crisiaium Griseb.) 

Leaves orbicular, purplish on the undersurface ; 
flowers small, white; floating in ponds. 

HYDROPHYLLACEAE 
Hydrolea zeylanlca (L.) Vahl 
Herb of marshy places ; flowers bright blue. 

BORAGINAGEAE 

Carmona microphylla (Lamk.) G. Don [C. retusa 
(Wall.) Masamune; Ehretia microphylla Lamk.: 
E, buxifolia Roxb.] 

Coarse shrub; flowers white. 

Local names : Kuruvingi ; Kodikkarai. 

Cordia monoica Roxb. 

Slender shrub or small tree; flowers white. 

Local name : Narivalli. 

Ehretia laevis Roxb. 

Tree; flowers in terminal, pendulous cymes. 

Local name : Kalvirusu. 

Heliotropiwn scabrum Retz. 

Erect herb, very variable in size; flowers with 
yellow throat; common, even abundant. 

H. zeylanicum Lamk. 

Large herb; branches several, spreading, from 
a woody base ; flowers white, widely spaced on the 
branches, 
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CONVOLVULAGEAE 
Evolvulus alsinoides (L.) L. 

Spreading herb, occasionally erect and well- 
branched ; flowers usually blue, at time white. 

Local name: Vishnukiranthi. 

Ipomoea aquatics Forsk. (I. rep tans Poir.) 

Aquatic herb ; steins hollow ; flowers pinkish ; in 
dense masses in ponds. 

L asarifolia (Desr.) R. & S. (I. repens Lamk.) 

Creeper with large, white, showy flowers; near 
ponds, abundant. 

Merremia hederacea (Burm. f.) Hall. f. (M. chryseides 
Hall, f.) 

Branched creeper, rooting at the nodes; leaves 
variable; flowers yellow. 

Rivea hypocrateriformis Choisy 
Trailing herb ; flowers white with two prominent 
bracteoles. 

Local name: Budthikkeerai. 

SCROPHULARIACEAE 

Bacopa monnieri (L.) Penn. ( Moniera cuneifolm 
Michx.) 

Herb, forming dense mats in marshy ground; 
flowers blue to purple; in moist, low-lying areas. 
Local name: Nirbrahmi. 

Centranthera tranquebarica (Sprene.i Merr. (C. humi- 
fusa Wall.) 

Prostrate, scabrid herb; not common. 

Dopatrium Iobeiioides Benth. 

Herb with radical leaves ; flowers violet, on axes 
up to 60 cm tall; abundant in perennially moist 
ground, in paddy fields, etc. 

LiumophUa aromatka (Lamk.) Merr. (L. gratis- 
sima Bl.) 

Well-branched decumbent herb; stems rooting at 
the nodes ; flowers purplish ; in moist places. 

L. indica (L.) Druce (L. gratioloides R. Br.) 

Well-branched, spreading, prostrate herb of moist 
ground; leaves dissected, closely placed; flowers 
yellowish. 

Lindemia ciliata (Colsm.) Penn. {Ilysanthes serraia 
Urban) 

Herb; leaves conspicuously serrate, at times 
purple; flowers pink to purple; in moist ground. 

L. oppositifolia (Retz.) Mukerjee 
Herb ; presumably not common. 

L, parviflora (Roxb.) Haines ( Ilysanthes parviflora 
Benth.) 

Erect, branching herb; flowers white; in moist 
ground. 
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La rotundifolia (L.) Alston (Ilysanthes rotundifolia 
Benth.) 

Creeping herb ; flowers white; in moist ground. 
L. temiifolia (Vahl) Alston (Ilysanthes tenuifolia 
Urban) 

Slender herb ; flowers purplish ; capsules numer¬ 
ous. 

Sopubia delphinifolia (Roxb.) G. Don 
Erect, branched herb ; leaves pinnatisect; flowers 
violetish; in the crevices of rocks, etc. 

Stemodia viscosa Roxb. 

Erect, branched, viscid, aromatic herb; flowers 
blue to violet. 

Striga angustifejia (Don) Said. |S. cuphrasioides 
(Vahl) Benth.] 

Erect, branched, herb up to 60 cm tall; flowers 
white; specimens drying black. 

S. asiatica (L.) Kze. (S. lutea Lour.) 

Erect, scabrid herb, pale when dry ; flowers white 
or yellow. 

S. gesnerioides (Willd.) Vatke (S. orobanchoides 
Benth.) 

Reddish-brown, branched, root parasite with 
tuberous rootstock; flowers on terminal spikes; 
parasitic on Memecylon , etc. 

LENTIBULARIACEAE 

Utricularia caertriea L. 

Small herb; flowers pink to purple with a promi¬ 
nent spur ; in perennially moist ground. 

U. striatula Sm. 

Small herb; leaves persistent; flowers lilac. 

U, scandens Benj. (U. wallichiana Wt.) 

Tiny herb; flowers yellowish ; along shallow rivu¬ 
lets or marshy ground. 

U. uliginosa Vahl 

Small herb with evanescent leaves ; flowers bluish 
purple. 

PEDALIAGEAE 

Martynia annua L. 

Large, hirsute herb; leaves cordate; flowers 
showy; fruits horned ; an escape from cultivation. 

Pedaiium mnrex L. 

Foliaceous herb with mucilaginous sap; leaves 
ovate ; flowers yellowish ; fruits spiny. 

Local name ; Yaanai Nerinjil. 

Sesamusn laciniatum Klein ex Willd. 

Herb ; shoots several, decumbent, form a woody 
rootstock; flowers purple, hairy outside; fruit 
laterally adpressed. 

Local name : Kattu Ellu. 
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ACANTHACEAE 

Andrographis echioides (L.) Nees 
Notably hirsute herb ; recognized by the storeyed 
inflorescence. 

Local name: Koburanthangi. 

Barleria cristata L. 

Undershrub with dense clusters of blue flowers 
enveloped by prominent foliaceous bracts and sepals. 

Local names: Mulkanagambaram; Kattukka- 
nagambaram. 

B. nitida Nees 

Shrub; flowers showy, with large bracts. 

B. noctiflora L. f. 

Armed, bushy shrub; bracts prominently veined. 

B. prionitis L. 

Armed shrub; flowers yellow; common in waste¬ 
lands, along hedges, etc. 

Local name: Shemmulli. 

Blepharis maderaspatensis (L.) Heyne ex Roth (B, 

boerhaaviaefolia Pers.) 

Prostrate herb; branches elongated, spreading; 
flowers bluish; common in wastelands. 

B. molluginifolia Pers. 

Spreading herb; flowers bluish; capsules envel¬ 
oped in bracts and sepals. 

Crossandra imdulaefolia Salisb. 

Shrub up to i m tall; flowers pretty, orange- 
yellow. 

Local name ; Kanagambaram. 

Dipteracanthus prostratus (Poir.) Nees (Ruellia pro¬ 
strata Poir.) 

Diffuse undershrub ; branches ascending; flowers 
purplish. 

Local name: Pottakanchi. 

Elytraria acaulis (L. f.) Lind. 

Scapigerous herb; flowers small, white, on brac- 
teate scapes up to 18 cm tall. 

Justicia glauca Rottl. 

Herb ; branches several from the same rootstock ; 
corolla white, purple-spotted. 

Ruellia colorata Wall. 

Herb ; flowers not seen ; presumably not common. 
Synnema uliginosum Kze. ( Cardanthera uliginosa 
Buch.-Ham.) 

Herb; flowers blue to purple; in moist ground, 
not common. 

VERBENACEAE 

Gmelina asiatica L. 

Spinescent straggler ; flowers yellow ; very variable, 
in size and habit. 

Local name-. Nilakkumil. 


Phyla nodiflora (L.) Greene (Lippia nodiflora Michx.) 

Prostrate herb rooting at the nodes and forming 
dense mats on the ground ; in moist places. 

Local names : Poduthalai; Karasaranganni. 
Prentna corymbosa (Burm. f.) Rott. & Willd. 

Shrub up to 2 m tall; branches spreading; flowers 
yellowish. 

Vitex negundo L. 

Large shrub; leaflets acuminate, white on the 
undersurface ; flowers bluish purple. 

Local name: Nalla Nochi. 

LAMIACEAE 

Anisochilus camosus Wall. 

Erect herb ; stem angular; flowers blue to purple, 
in vertical, terminal spikes; gregarious around rocks. 

Local name: Karpooravalli. 

Anisomeles indica (L.) Kze. 

Shrubby, aromatic, tomentose herb up to 2 m 
tall; shoots several, radiating; corolla purplish, more 
so on the lower lip; common in wastelands. 

Local name: Vattapeymarutti. 

Coleus canisus (Roth) Vatke (C. spicatus Benth.) 

Succulent, pubescent, strongly aromatic herb; stem 
angular, ascending; corolla wide open, bluish, with 
a prominent upper lip. 

Goniosporum tenuifoliinn (L.) Merr. [G. prostratunt 
(L.) Benth.] 

Branched, decumbent, tomentose herb, variable in 
size; flowers bluish. 

Leonetis nepetaefolia (L.) R. Br. 

Erect herb up to 2 m tall; stems angular ; flowers 
in massive axillary verticels; uppei lip woolly ; in 
wastelands. 

Local name: Ranabeyri. 

Leucas aspera (Willd.) Link 
Herb; abundant in wastelands. 

Local name: Thumbai. 

Ocimum americanum L. (O. canmn Sims) 

Erect, profusely branched herb ; common in waste¬ 
lands. 

Local name: Naaithulasi. 

NY GTAGIN ACEAE 

Boerhavia diffusa L. 

Herb ; rootstock stout; branches several, diffuse ; 
flowers reddish; common in open ground. 

AMARANTHACEAE 

Aerva lanata (L.) Juss. 

Well-branched, herb with several axillary, com¬ 
pact, woolly, white-flowered spikes. 

Local name: Sirupoolai. 
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Aerva monsoniae (L. f.) Mart. 

Shrub; branches several, ascending, from a long 
and woody stock; spikes several, pinkish. 

Allmania longepedunculata Gamb. 

Herb ; flowers whitish; common along bunds of 
cultivated lands. 

Local name ; Kumutikkeerai. 

A. nodiflora (L.) R. Br. var. aspera Hooker f. 

Herb ; distinctly purple tomentose ; common. 

A. nodiflora (L.) R. Br. var. procumbens Hooker f. 

Herb; distinctly greenish; branches long, pros¬ 
trate ; flowers white. 

Attemanthera sessilis (L.) R. Br. ex R. & S. (A trian- 
dra Lamk.) 

Prostrate herb; flowers white, in axillary clusters ; 
common in moist places. 

Local names: Ponnanganii; Kodupai. 

Celosia argentea L. 

Erect, annual herb up to i m tall; flowers white, 
in terminal clusters. 

Local name: Pannaikkeerai. 

C. polygonoides Retz. 

Diffuse, well-branched herb; usually near culti¬ 
vation. 

Digera muricata (L.) Mart. [D. alternifolia (L.) 
Asch.; D. arvensis Forsk.] 

Slender herb; branches prostrate; flowers 
purplish. 

Local name : Thoyyakkeerai. 

Pupalia lappacea (L.) Juss. 

Straggler; flowers white-woolly, in clusters. 

ARISTOLOCHIACEAE 

Aristolochia indica L. 

Twiner on thickets; flowers and fruits through¬ 
out the year. 

Local names : Isuramuli; Garudakkodi. 

LAURACEAE 

Cassytha filifomds L. 

Parasitic twiner; stems yellowish ; abundant in 
thickets. 

Local name: Erumaikkottan. 

hernandiaceae 
Gyrocarpus americanus Jacq. 

Deciduous tree ; leaves lobed ; common. 

Local name; Vellaithanukku. 

loranthaceae 

Taxillus cuneatus (Roth) Danser (Loranthus cunea- 
tus Heyne) 
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Well-branched, parasitic shrub; bark grey ; peri¬ 
anth greenish. 

EUPHORBIAGEAE 

Acalypha ciliata Forsk. 

Erect undershrub up to 1 m tall. 

A, fruticosa Forsk. 

Well-branched shrub; gregarious and aggressive 
in forest clearings ; this species seems to prefer level 
ground while Dodonea viscosa is more often seen 
on slopes of forest clearings. 

A. lanceoiata Willd. 

Herb up to 50 cm tali; tender parts silky 
pubescent. 

Groton bonplandhttnim Baill. (C. sparsiflorus Morong) 
Diffuse herb; abundant in wastelands; 

Local name: Naai Milagai. 

Drypetes sepiaria (Wt. & Am.) Pax & Hoffm. 
(Hemicyclta sepiaria Wt. & Am.) 

Large shrub or small tree of the thickets. 
Euphorbia antiquorum L. 

Profusely branched shrub or tree ,* one of the 
dominant species, forming dense masses; flowering 
starts about November and fruiting by January. 

E. corrigioloides Boiss. 

Small, reddish herb, spreading on the ground; 
abundant in moist, pasturelands. 

E. birta L. 

Hispid herb; branches ascending; common, even 
abundant in wastelands. 

Local name : Ammanpacharisi. 

E. prostrata Ait. 

Tiny, prostrate herb. 

E. tirucaili L. 

Large shrub or small tree; branches numerous, 
cylindrical, green ; flowers rarely seen ; near villages, 
along fences, etc. 

Local names : Thirukkalli; Kodikkalli. 

Jatropha glandulifera Roxb. 

Shrub with stout branches; usually near hedges. 
Local names ; Adalai; Eliamanakku. 

Kirganelia reticulate (Poir.) Bail]. 

Low shrub with slender branches ; leaves obovate; 
berries globose. 

Local names: Karunelli; Kattukizhanelli. 
Phyllanthufl asperulatus Hutch. (Phyllanthus frater * 
nus Webster ; P. niruri auct. pi., non L.) 

Annual herb varying considerably in size; com¬ 
monly, but erroneously, known as P. niruri. 

Local name: Kizhanelli. 

P. gardnerianiM Baill. 

Undershrub varying much in size, with localities. 
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Phyllanthus virgatus J, G. Borst, (P % simplex Retz.) 

Herb ; size varies considerably; common in grass¬ 
lands. 

Sapium insigne Benth. 

Tree up to io m tall with densely foliaceous 
crown; leaves crowded towards the apices of 
branches; deciduous. 

Sebastiania chamaela (L.) Muell.-Arg, 

Herb with slender branches; fruits spinescent; in 
grasslands. 

Securinega leucopyrus (Willd.) Muell.-Arg. (Fluggea 
leucGpyrus Willd.) 

Erect shrub; branches spinous all over; fruits 
white; common and abundant. 

Local name : Pulanji. 

Tragia involucrata L. 

Hispid twiner with stinging hairs. 

Local names : Kanjoori; Kanjurattan. 

URTICACEAE 

Ficus amplissima Sm, (F. tsiela Roxb.) 

Large avenue tree ; branches massive, spreading. 
F. bengb&Iensfe L. 

An avenue tree. 

Local name : Aalamaram. 

SV mollis Vahl (F. iomenlosa Roxb. ex Willd.) 

Densely foliaceous tree with extensive crown. 

F. religiosa L. 

Tree; generally planted near temples. 

Local 7 iame : Arasamaram, 

Holopteiea mtegrlfoila (Roxb.) Planch 
Deciduous tree; fruits samaroid. 

Local name : Ayamaram. 

ORCHIDAGEAE 

Eulophia epidendraea (Retz.) Fischer 
Ground orchid; pseudobulbs thick, partly ex¬ 
posed : flowering axis over 50 cm tall; perianth 
greenish with purple lines within. 

Habenaria platyphylla Spreng. 

Ground orchid; leaves three, basal, spreading; 
inflorescence terminal; flowers white, in dense 
clusters. 

H. viridiflora R. Br. 

Ground orchid; inflorescence terminal, flowers 

greenish. 

Vanda spathulata (L.) Spreng. 

Ground orchid : branches reaching up to over 3 m 
and showing up above the thickets; flowers golden 
yellow, very conspicuous. 

amaryllidageae 
Curcuisgo orchieides Gaertn, 

Small herb with a basal rosette of leaves ; flowers 
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bright yellow, seen only at times; occurs only in 
ungrazed, shady places. 

Local name : Nilappanai. 

Molineria trichocarpa (Wt.) Balak. (M. finlaysoniana 
Baker) 

Leaves basal; flowers yellow; only in ungrazed 
places. 

dioscoreaceae 

Dioscorea oppositifoiia L. 

Twiner ; leaves digitate, 

Local name ; Veerolaivalii. 

liliaceae ' 

Aloe barbadensis Mill, (A. vera Tourn. ex L.) 

Succulent herb; flowers brick red; gregarious in 
places. 

Local name : Sothukkathazhai. 

Asparagus racemosus Willd. 

Scandent, armed plants; flowers white, fragrant. 
Local names: Kadumulam ; Thanuthukkodi. 

Gloriosa superba L. 

Climber ; flowers showy, large, red ; getting scarce 
presumably because of the removal of rhizomes for 
medicinal purposes. 

Local name : Kalappaikkizhangu. 

Sansevieria roxburghiana Schult f. 

Acaulescent herb; leaves stout, mottled, cylindri¬ 
cal ; flowers white, on scapes up to 80 cm tall, 

Local name : Marul. 

Sciiia hyacinihina (Roth) Macbr. (S. indica Baker) 
Low herb ; leaves oblong, mottled; flowers pur¬ 
plish, on scapes up to 12 cm long. 

pontederiaceae 
Monochoria vaginalis (Burm. f.) Presl 
Rooted herb in ponds; flowers violet; a formida¬ 
ble weed. 

XYRIDAGEAE 

Xyris pauciflora Willd. 

Herb; perianth yellow; in low-lying land asso¬ 
ciated with Eriocaulon spp. 

COMMELINACEAE 

Amischophacelus axillaris (L.) Rao & Kamm. (Cya- 
notis axillaris R. & S.) 

Herb; flowers purple : along streams, etc. 

A, cuculiata (Roth) Rao & Kamm. (Cyanotis cucul 
lata Kunth), 

Herb: flowers blue. 

Conunelina benghalensis L. 

Herb.; flowers blue; gregarious, especially in 
protected, moist places. 

Local name: Kanavazhai. 
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Commelina paleata Hassk. 

Herb ; flowers blue. 

Cyanotis arachnoidea Clarke 
Herb; conspicuously foliaceous bracteoles; 
flowers usually purple to blue. 

C. cristate (L.) H. Don 
Herb; flowers purplish; along streams, etc. 
Murdannia nudiflora (L.) Bren, 

Herb; perianth rounded, purplish; in moist 
places. 

M. spirata (L.) Bruekn. 

Herb; flowers pretty; in moist places. 

ARECACEAE 

Borassus flabellifer L. 

One of the most conspicuous and characteristic 
trees of the area; generally along compound walls. 

Local name : Panai. 

Phoenix sylvestiis (L.) Roxb. 

Not exceeding 3 m tall in the area; along the 
slopes. 

Local name ; Siru Eachan. 

APONOGETONACEAE 
Aponogeton natans (L.) Engl. & Kr. 

In ponds or in the moist ground around; flowers 
violet ; terrestrial plants very small; rhizomes col¬ 
lected by the local people for eating. 

ERIOGAULACEAE 

Eriocaulon cinereum R, Br. (E. sieboldianum Sieb. 
& Zucc. ex Steud.) 

Tiny herbs occurring in gregarious masses in low- 
lying areas; copious masses of flowers from Decem¬ 
ber onwards. 

E. quinquangulare L. 

Herbs larger than E. cinereum but less numerous 
though more widely distributed. 

CYPERACEAE 

tsulbostylis barbate (Rottb.) Clarke 
Cyperus castaneus Willd. 

C. compressors L. 

C. distans L. f. 

C. exaltatus Retz. 

C. pangorei Rottb. 

C. procerus! Rottb. 

C. squarrosus L. (C. aristatus Rottb.) 

Fimbristylis millacea Vahl 

F. ovate (Burm. f.) Kern. fF. mono'stachyos (L.) 
Hassk.] 

F. uliginosa Steud. 

Lipocarpha triceps Nees. 

Kyllinga triceps Rottb. 

Scirpus articulatus L. 
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S. squarrous L. 

POACEAE 

Apocopis courtallumensis (Steud.) Henr, (A. wighlii 
Nees ex Thw.) 

Aristida hystirx L. f. 

A. setacea Retz. 

Rrachiaria ramosa (L.) Stapf 
Cblcris barbate Sw. 

Chrysopogom fulvus (Spr.) Chiov. (C. montanus Trin.) 

C. hackeiii (Hook, f.) Fischer 
Cymbopogon flexuosus (Nees ex Steud.) Wats. 
Dactyloctenium aegyptium (L.) P. Beauv. 

Digitaria adscendens (H. B. K.) Henr. ( D. marginata 

Link) 

D. tomentosa (Koenig) Henr. ( Panicum subeglume 
Trin.) 

Echinochloa colonunt (L.) Link 
Eragrostiella bifaria (Vahl) Bor [Eragrostis bifaria 
(Vahl) Bor] 

Eragrostis nutans (Retz.) Nees ex Steud. 

E. pilosa (L.) P. Beauv. 

E. riparia (Willd.) Nees 
E. viscosa (Retz.) Trin. 

Eriochloa procera (Retz.) C. E. Hubb. 

Hackelochloa granularis (L.) Kze. 

Heteropogon contortus (L.) P. Beauv. ex R. & S. 
Iseilema pro stratum (L.) Anderss. 

Leptochloa polystacbya Benth. 

Lopholepis ornithocephala (Hook.) Steud. 

Panicum repens L. 

Paspalum scorbiculatum L. 

Perotis indica (L.) Kze. 

Sacciofepis indica (L.) Chase 
Setaria italica (L.) P. Beauv. 

S. pallidefusca (Schum.) Stapf 
Trachys muricata (L.) Pers. ex Trin. 
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